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Sun 1Dec, 3pm
Carols by Candlelight

St Catherine of Siena Church

Weds 18Dec, 9.30am
Monthly Requiem

St Catherine of Siena Church

Mon 2Dec, 11am
Monthly Service

Pendean Nursing Home

Wed 18Dec, 7pm
Christmas Talks: Aaron Baker
St Catherine of Siena Church

Mon 2Dec, 6.30pm
Parish Council Meeting

Village Hall

Thur 19Dec, 10.30am
Village CoffeeMorning

Blue Bell

Tue 3Dec, 7pm
Blue Bell 5th Birthday

Blue Bell

Thur 19Dec, 6.30pm
Panto: Little Red Riding Hood

Village Hall

Wed 4Dec, 7pm
Christmas Talks: Darron Carver
St Catherine of Siena Church

Sat 21Dec, 5pm
Carolling in Cocking
See poster for detail

Sun 8Dec, 3pm
Lessons and Carols

St Mary’s Church Bepton

Tue 24Dec, 4pm
Crib Service

St Catherine of Siena Church

Wed 11Dec, 7pm
Christmas Talks: Anna Clement
St Catherine of Siena Church

Tue 24Dec, 9.30pm
MidnightMass

St Catherine of Siena Church

Weekly at St Catherine’s
Wed, Fri, 9.30am
Morning Prayer

Sunday, 9.30am SungMass

For updates on events and offerings at
your village pub, visit:

https://thebluebellatcocking.co.uk/



Closure of Village Shop.Our village
shop–the Little Pantry–has just sadly
announced its closure, precipitated by
complaints about its use of the garden for
customers and plans to host a tea room in the
house. These plans were an important means
of keeping the shop financially viable. The
Editor would like to thank Suzanne and her
team for their valiant attempt to keep our
village shop going; and also to express
disappointment that there have been
attempts to impede their ability to run a
viable business. According to the Plunkett
Foundation, 400 villages lose their shops
each year.We run the very real risk of being
one of them.

South DownsNational Park.Asmany of you
will be aware, the South Downs National
Park Local Plan Review is underway. This
process has identified a potential site in
Cocking for development to housing (see
image). Full details can be found on the Parish
Council website at www.cocking.org, and a
copy of the relevant information is included
in this issue. A public consultation is
proposed for Jan-March 2025. A
representative from the South Downs
National Park will be attending the
December Parish Council meeting on 2Dec
(see below).

Contemplative ServicesWinter Break.
Contemplative Services at St Catherine’s is
taking a winter break, andwill resume in
February.

Carols by Candlelight. 3pm, Sunday 1Dec at
St Catherine of Siena church. Free
entry–withmulled wine andmince pies after!

©2024 Editors | All rights reserved Editors hold no responsibility for errors or omissions

http://www.cocking.org


PendeanNursing Home. The next service is
at 11am,Mon 2Dec. Do join us there, or let
Fr Jonathan know if anyonewould like a visit.

Parish Council Meeting. The next Parish
Council meeting will be held onMon 2Dec,
6.30pm at the Village Hall. All are welcome to
attend. The Parish Council would like to wish
everyone a veryMerry Christmas and a
HappyNewYear!

Blue Bell 5th Birthday Party!
Come and celebrate this milestone on 3Dec
from 7pmwhere there will be a buffet
provided. Tickets can be purchased in
advance from the pub for £5 or on the door.
See poster below.

Cocking Christmas Talks.We are excited
about Cocking Christmas Talks at the church.
7pm, 4th, 11th, and 18th Dec, featuring talks
by experts from theWeald and Downland
LivingMuseum. Our very ownDarron Carver
will speak on the development of the church
as a building. Then, Anna Clements will speak
onwitchmarks (to ward them off!), found in
some Cocking homes. And Aaron Baker will
speak on a Tudor Christmas. Entry by
donation–withmince pies andmulled wine!

Monthly Requiem. 9.30am,Weds 18Dec at
the parish church. Everymonth, we
remember those who have died recently and
those whose anniversaries fall during the
month. If youwould like someone to be
remembered, please let Fr Jonathan know.

Village CoffeeMorning. 10.30am, Blue Bell,
third Thursday of eachmonth: 19 Dec. A
wonderful opportunity to catch upwith
neighbours or get to know village
newcomers. No need to book; just turn
up–bring a friend. Drinks and biscuits
courtesy of the Friends of the Blue Bell.

RahRah Panto. The Christmas Panto is back!
It’s Little Red Riding Hood this year, 6.30pm
19Dec at the Village Hall. Tickets available at
the Village Shop (cash only). £10 per adult
(with wine/beer) and £5 for children (with
soft drink).

Carolling in Cocking.Come join us as we sing
around the village, starting at the church at
5pm, and stopping at Church Lane, the Croft,
Cherry Close, and ending at the Blue Bell at
630pm. See poster for details.

Chair Yoga &Cake. Free Chair Yoga &Cake is
on Thursdays at the Village Hall. If you are
interested, please contact Portia Charles
(portiacharles100@gmail.com). This season
ends after Dec 5; the next season begins 6
Feb.
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Food Bank. The church serves as a drop-off
point for the Food Bank. In December, we are
especially collectingUHT (Long Life)Milk
and Juice, and Squash/Cordial Drinks.

Christmas Appeal 2024. Thewars in Ukraine
and the Holy Land continue to ravage the
lives of many, includingmany children. Once
again, this year’s Christmas appeal is for
three charities dedicated to relieving the
suffering of children in warzones:WarChild,
UNICEF, and Save the Children. To donate,
use theQR code below or:
https://underthedowns.co.uk/xmas/

Chess.Anyone interested in learning or
playing chess this winter, please contact
Peter Knowles, (+447779355314 or
peterknowles2009@hotmail.co.uk).

WhatsApp. To join the VillageWhatsApp
group or contact the CockingMutual Aid
group, send Fr Jonathan aWhatsApp
message: 07799 271913.
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Formore information:

www.cockingcolumn.com/200club
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